The cast of Townsend Harris High School's production of “42nd Street”: Back row — Shannon Marie Caparatta, Alexandra Dominianni, Freddy Millan, Brian Medina, Isabell
Oledzka, Luarie Beckoff, Dakota Gangi, Kyra Leeds, Jordano Sanchez, Carmelle Allipio, Mr. Joseph Canzoneri; Middle row — Virginia Milieris, Kari Wei, Kristina Rajic, Samantha
Frangos, Stephanie Gergoudis, Jane Whang, Danielle Dimaculangan; Seated — Kellie Gergoudis, Joey Spitaleri, Alyssa Alicino, Raoul Valencia, and Vicky Papagermanos.
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The cast of Townsend Harris High School’s production of “42nd Street”: Back row — Shannon Marie Caparatta, Alexandra Dominianni, Freddy Millan, Brian Medina, Isabell

Oledzka, Luarie Beckoff, Dakota Gangi, Kyra Leeds, Jordano Sanchez, Carmelle Allipio, Mr. Joseph Canzoneri; Middle row — Virginia Milieris, Kari Wei, Kristina Rajic, Samantha
Frangos, Stephanie Gergoudis, Jane Whang, Danielle Dimaculangan; Seated — Kellie Gergoudis, Joey Spitaleri, Alyssa Aficino, Raoul Valencia, and Vicky Papagermanos.

High school plays in Queens

offer great entertainment

Discover Broadway hits far from the Great White Way

By Miriam Furman

igh school theatre productions throughout Queens and Long Island are pro-

viding high-caliber entertainment for about the price of a movie ticket. This

spring’s local offerings of Broadway hits and opera showcase the astounding
talent of many exuberant teens at select high schools less than an hour from the Great

White Way.

Although they’re still kids, many students approach
their roles with years of training behind them. They take
drama, voice and dance lessons on their own, enroll in
school dramatics classes and participate in high school
drama clubs. Some are also weekend students in the pre-
college programs at the Juilliard School and Manhattan
School of Music.

Back at their high schools, they rehearse for 10 to 12
weeks before the show goes on with talented drama and
music directors and choreographers who demand high
quality performances. Some go on to major in theater,
music or opera in college and more than a few have
careers in show business. Nikki Blonsky, who played the
title role of Carmen in Great Neck South High School’s
opera, starred opposite John Travolta in the movie
“Hairspray™ in 2007. ¢

Townsend Harris Performs “42nd Sireet”

One of the most enjoyable family musicals of all time
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about a small-town girl who gets her big break in show
business when the star can’t go on, ‘42nd Street’ is the
spring show at Townsend Harris High School on the
campus of Queens College in Flushing. The show is an
old fashioned musical with memorable songs, plenty of
dance numbers and lots of tap dancing. Drama teacher Joe
Canzoneri says he chose the show because he wants to
showcase the talents of the many terrific dancers among
this year’s crop of actors and actresses.

A live orchestra of top jazz band students and talented
teachers plays the score. Walter Birkhold, Forest Hills
High School music director, assembles and directs the
band and also directs the singers. “This show will have a
‘Big Band’ sound,” he says. “The play will be super spec-
tacular because Joe has some really talented kids.”

The two have collaborated on a number of shows at
Townsend Harris, an elite college-prep high school: “A
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum' and

“West Side Story” among them.
Kyra Leeds, a freshman who resides in Flushing, landed

- the coveted role of Peggy Sawyer, a young understudy

who gets her big break when the leading actress can’t go
on. Although only 14, she’s been performing throughout
her life, she says, and takes acting, singing and danc-

ing lessons after school. She’s also held leading roles at
USDAN, a Long Island performing arts camp. Kyra comes
from a show biz family: Her father, Jordan Leeds is a pro-
fessional actor who was in the original Broadway cast of
“Les Miserables™ and her mother, Natalie Jakowlew, was a
professional dancer.

Dakota Gangi, a senior from Fresh Meadows, plays
director Julian Marsh, the male lead. “ I took Mr.
Canzoneri’s drama workshop class and the next thing 1
knew I was auditioning for the show,” he says. Although
he hasn’t been in school productions before, he's enjoying
the experience and is excited about his two solos, includ-
ing the show’s closing song.

The show will be performed on Friday, April 3 and
Saturday, April 4 at 7 p.m. at Townsend Harris High
School, 149-11 Melbourne Avenue. in Flushing; 718-575-
5580. The school is located on the campus of Queens
College.

Frank Sinatra School of the Arts Offers ‘The Secret
Garden’







